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ÅPrevious Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2002 and 2003

ÅDeveloped framework for this update in 2017

ÅDecember 13, 2017 ðPlanning Board established a Committee to develop Lexingtonõs 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

ÅLong range document and policy guide for physical development

ÅPlanning Board has statutory authority to adopt

ÅInclusive process: participation from various boards, committees, town 
departments, residents of various neighborhoods, and businesses

ÅMembers of Planning Board, Select Board, School Committee served as 
liaisons

ÅVol. I ðThe Plan

Å10 Subject Areas: Diversity & Inclusion, Housing, Economic Vitality, Sustainability 
& Resiliency, Open Space & Natural Resources, Historical Resources, 
Transportation & Circulation, Recreation & Community Gathering, Public 
Facilities, Land Use

Å150 + Recommended Strategies with 300 + Potential Actions 

ÅVol. II ðInventory and Assessment of Existing Resources

ÅVol. III ðDocumentation of Public Input



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

ÅCPAC met 34 times 2018-2022

ÅWebsite, Logo, Email Contacts

ÅJune 2018 Kick-off Event 

Å3 World Cafes in 2018 (Sept., Oct., & Nov.) ð120 
participants

Å2018-2019 Panel Presentations of 
Trend Reports

ÅOngoing online social platform 
for surveying ôSocial PinPointõ



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

Å2019 & 2021 Table at Discovery Day

Å2021 Stakeholder Interviews and outreach 

Å2021 Public Forums:

üJune 15, 2021 ðPublic Forum

üSeptember 21, 2021 ðHousing in Lexington

üOctober 26, 2021 ðAttractive and Vibrant Community 

Forum 



KEY THEMES

ÅDiversity, equity, and inclusion

ÅMore housing options, including 
less expensive housing

ÅSustainability and climate change 
resilience

ÅEconomic vitality of commercial 
districts

ÅHealth and wellness



PLANNING BOARD & PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS

ÅDecember 2021 ðMarch 2022 First Draft of the Plan reviewed by CPAC and Staff

ÅJune 2022 ðAugust 2022 ð5 Public meetings in forum style to review second draft 

reviewed by Planning Board and community.  60+ written comments received.

ÅMay 18 ðLexingtonNEXT Draft Kick-Off Summary of Process

ÅJune 1 ðTransportation, Public Facilities, Recreation & Community Gathering

ÅJune 29 ðSustainability & Resilience, Open Space & Natural Resources, 

Historic Resources

ÅJuly 13 ðHousing, Economic Vitality

ÅAugust 3 ðDiversity & Inclusion, Executive Summary, Introduction

ÅAugust 17 ðLand Use, Implementation



DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

Goal 1:  To promote the diversity, equity, and inclusion of people visiting, 

living, and working in Lexington 

Background analysis, 5 objectives, 24 strategies, 92 potential actions

ÅObjective 1.1  Remove barriers to living in Lexington

ÅObjective 1.2  Foster a sense of belonging and promote interaction 

among residents, visitors, and people working in town

ÅObjective 1.3  Support people of all ages and abilities

ÅObjective 1.4  Attract people of diverse backgrounds to work in town

ÅObjective 1.5  Improve town-wide communication and encourage broader 

participation in decision-making



HOUSING

Goal 2: To Promote a wide range of housing options that respond to the needs of 
households, regardless of the income and life stage

Background analysis, 9 objectives, 28 strategies, 65 potential actions

ÅObjective 2.1 Produce a range of housing types in a variety of locations 
throughout the town

ÅObjective 2.2  Increase and preserve the supply of subsidized housing 

ÅObjective 2.3  Encourage housing for older persons

ÅObjective 2.4  Protect the exterior of existing historically or architecturally 
significant homes

ÅObjective 2.5  Preserve homes that contribute to the diversity of housing 
options 

ÅObjective 2.6  Increase the effectiveness of housing efforts 

ÅObjective 2.7  Enable flexible use of housing to adapt to changing working 
and living arrangements

ÅObjective 2.8  Make new and existing housing environmentally sustainable

ÅObjective 2.9  Affirmatively further fair housing 



ECONOMIC VITALITY

Goal 3:  To promote a vital economy, including a variety of small and large businesses that 

contribute to the tax base and provide goods and services to meet the needs of residents, 

employees, and visitors

Background analysis, 6 objectives, 19 strategies, 81 potential actions

ÅObjective 3.1 Encourage private redevelopment in large commercial areas, making them 

more existing

ÅObjective 3.2 Improve Lexington Center so that it becomes more of a destination

ÅObjective 3.3  Create a walkable, bikeable, and aesthetically pleasing East Lexington 

commercial area

ÅObjective 3.4  Retain and support existing businesses and evaluate opportunities 

for commercial growth in strategic locations

ÅObjective 3.5  Develop sustainable tourism practices to support the independent 

businesses, arts, cultural and historic organizations, and characters of the townõs 

commercial areas

ÅObjective 3.6  Support talent-driven economic development



SUSTAINABILITY & RESILIENCY

Goal 4:  To enhance quality of life, health, and safety by implementing 

practices and polices that enhance sustainability and resiliency in our 

community

Background analysis, 3 objectives, 9 strategies, 37 potential actions

ÅObjective 4.1  Become a net-zero emissions community

ÅObjective 4.2  Improve the resiliency of town-owned assets and 

infrastructure

ÅObjective 4.3  Reduce transportation emissions by improving 

sustainable transportation options and reducing single occupancy 

vehicle trips



OPEN SPACE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Goal 5:  To protect open spaces and natural resources and to enhance 

their connections

Background analysis, 4 objectives, 8 strategies, 34 potential actions

ÅObjective 5.1 Conserve natural resources

ÅObjective 5.2  Protect open spaces in balance with other town needs 

such as housing

ÅObjective 5.3  Connect open spaces

ÅObjectives 5.4  Incorporate natural resources and open space 

protection measures into the townõs sustainability and resiliency goals



HISTORIC RESOURCES

Goal 6:  To protect, preserve, and promote awareness and appreciation of 

Lexingtonõs historic and cultural resources from throughout its history

Background analysis, 3 objectives, 15 strategies, 40 potential actions

ÅObjective 6.1  Protect historic buildings and structures from 

demolition and decay

ÅObjective 6.2  Plan and prioritize historic preservation policies and 

funding

ÅObjective 6.3  Increase public awareness of Lexingtonõs important  

historic resources



TRANSPORTATION & CIRCULATION

Goal 7:  To make traveling into, out of, and within Lexington safe, pleasant, and 
efficient with sustainable and equitable mobility options for all ages and abilities

Background analysis, 6 objectives, 18 strategies, 75 potential actions 

ÅObjective 7.1  Improve traffic management policies to increase safety and 
enhance quality of life

ÅObjective 7.2  Expand options for walking, biking, and micro-mobility

ÅObjective 7.3  Improve parking strategies to achieve transportation and 
economic development goals

ÅObjective 7.4  Expand transit options

ÅObjective 7.5  Adopt land use polices that advance the townõs transportation 
goals

ÅObjective 7.6  Increase public awareness and community pride in sue of 
alternative modes of travel


